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For the PoHiLANTHROPISTs 
AN A NIGMA. 


Ik you the name can underftand, 
Of him who injures moft this land ; 
And next; you can with clearnefs tell, 
The term we fometimes ufe for hell ; 
And (their firft letters prior placed 
‘Yo what's a certain card at whift) 
You then will quickly find what would 
At this time give moft general good, 


toe. Wi, 


AN EPIGRAM.—sy THE SAME. 


POOR Holland’s in a doleful plight— 
Some change for worfe there mutt be fure } 
When e’en the fruits are blafted quite, 
That flourith’d and grew well before! 
For Orances, which late would thrive, 
Are now exotic, and would not, i 
Tranfplanted there again furvive, . . ae 
But foon would wither, die, and rot. q 


INFALLI- 














For THE PHILANTHROPIST. 


INFALLIBILITY PIUS VI. INFALLIBILITY 
GEORGE III. 


If ali Kings are by God appointed, 
The Devil may be the Lord’s anointed. 
ROCHESTER, 


A S I do not recolle& this curious fubject ever to: have been 
inveftigated in any of your valuable publications, as a Demo. 
crat, and an occafional correfpondent, J fhall endeavour to 
give my ideas upon the Popes and Kings Infallibility. Itis 
neceflary to examine the reafons both alledged, when they pre. 
tended to divine appointment. The Popes, when their autho. 
rity began to be extenfive in Europe, alledged, that Jefus 
Chrift committed the care of his followers to the minifters of 
his Church, from whence thefe conclufions were drawn : 

Firft, That the followers of Chrift ought to fubmit all mat. 
ters of faith to thefe miniflers. 

Secondly, That laymen had no manner of right to decide, 
or even examine the doubts that might arife refpecting matters 
of faith, but implicitly to follow the determination of priefts in 
thefe matters. 

This manifeftly fuppofes the infallibility of the minifters of 
the church. Now as fpiritual punifhments were mot always 
found fufficient to conquer the obftinacy of unbelief in hardened 
finners, it was neccflary for the glory of God, fay thefe infal. 
lible priefts, to make ufe of temporal punifhmentt’ to force them 
into belief. Upon this foundation, and armed with this power, 
the Popes affumed this attribute of the Deity ; and the wretch, 

who dared to doubt it, was not only damned to all eternity, 
but the arguments of the Inquifition of Torture, &c. were allo 
made ufe of ; which feldom failed, either to deliver the wretch 
to the keepers of hell, or convince im'of the truth of pa 
infallibility. 


This was ado@rine of too much excellence and’ ufe im 
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tranfacting the bufinefs of government, lorg to be confined to 
Popes alone ; for, no fooner was it eftablithed with the fuccef- 
fors of Peter, than Kings and Emperors laid claim to divine 
origin—they did not indeed pretend to be begot by Gods, as 
Cefar or Alexander. ‘They alledged, that by the mufty writ- 
ings of the Talmud, it appeared that two or three Kings were 
faid to be appointed by God, confequently all Kings were ap- 
pointed by God ; and, as the proofs of the divine appointment 
were nearly equal with both, the Civilians of the times not 
only adopted that dotrine, but alfo improved upon it ; for, 
fays Bracton (who was the Eyre, or Asnursr of the thir- 
tenth century), the King is God’s Vicegerent upon earth ; 
God alone is above him. 

{ thall give a fhort quotation from Blackftone, only to prove 
that the Kings’ infallibility has its advocates in the eighteenth 
aswell as the thirteenth century. In his Commentaries, he 
informs us, that, ‘‘ under every monarchical eftablifhment, it 
“ is neceffary to diftinguifh the Prince from the Subjeét, not 
“ only by the outward pomp and decorations of majefty, but 
“ alfo by afcribing to him certain qualities, as adherent in his 

royal capacity, diftinct from, and fuperior to any other indi- 
“ vidual jn the nation ; the law therefore afcribes to a King 
“certain attributes of a great and tranfcendent nature, by, 
“ which the people are led to confider him in the light of a fu- 
“ perior being, and to pay him that awful refpect, to enable 
“him the better to carry on the bufinefs of government. The 
“King (continues he) és abjalute perfection; he is not only 
“ uncapable of doing, but even of thinking wrong.” 

Human reafon is furely {truck with horror at fuch declara- 
tions ! the confiderate mind muft revolt at fuch ftrange affer- 
tions ! But as the argument of reafon is not always found fuf- 
fcient to cram this monftrous axiom of kingly infallibility 
down our throats, the arguments of Newgate, and indictments 
Hor high treafon, aid and alset whatever doGrines the Judges, or 
_pihops, think fit to preach. 

B So it is neceffary, and force points it out to us, that a Pope, 
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or King, ought not only to have a Throne, Crown, Robes, 
and an immenfe revenue, but mutt alfo be accounted a Demi- 
god, the ne plus ultra of excellence ; and though the reigns of 
a few infallible monarchs, as they happened too frequently to 
be guided by intereft, caprice, or the impulfe of an ill-governed 
zeal, may have left upen our minds fome doubts of their infal. 
libilicy, yet ave we fill obliged to pay the fame refpect to that 
doiine, as if no inftayees of its error had ever occurred, 
Though the dru> may have failed ninety-nine times out of one. 
hundred, it is ‘till the bufinefs of the empiric to puff the effi. 

cacy of his medicine; fo though the King may have done, 
Wrong ninety-nine times in one hundred, ftill it is the bufinels 
of Minitters, Judges, &c. to perfuade us—zhe King never can 
do wrong ! 

King-Craft, and Prieft-Craft, have always veered to thefe 
two magnetic points ; firft, to hoodwink mankind ; fecondly, 
to confider, that the multitude was made for them, and not that 
they were made for the multitude. Deception has ever been 
the rule of conduct, the infallible policy both of Priefts and 
Kings—promifes made when only Cardinal or Prince, were 
quite another thing when the fame perfon was become Holi- 
nefs or King. 

The hiftory of Popedom is one continual fcene of the agran- 
difement of a few individuals, purchafed with the mifery of 
millions; each Pope being generally advanced in years when 
he is elected, takes care to lofe no time to enrich his own fa 
mily : before, or as foon as this is done, he dies, and another 
fucceeds him, when the fame fcene of plunder and rapacity is 
acted over and over again. 

- The hiftory of King-Craft is likewife a fcene of the agran- 
difement of a few, only with this difference, that at prefent, 
it is upon a larger fcale, and its effects are more pernicious, if 
pofible than thofe of Prieft-Craft. The wars, and ambitious 
projects of Kings are always draining a country of its wealth 
and inhabitants, befides the King’s family and connections are 
objects of the higheft importance—they muft be amply pro- 
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yided for ; add to thefe the Miniftcr, his. family and connecs 
tions—they muft have places and penfions, plundered out of 
the hard earned pittance of the induftrions poor ! 

In the interior parts of South America, the natives worfhip 
the Devil (for wherever there are pricfts, there muft be Devils 
alfo): they fay, that as the Devil is very powerful, it is but 
good policy to pay him that. homage and _ refpect power ever 
demands; but ftrip the infernal monarch of his power, they 
would be the very firft to revile him, ‘Thus thafe very men, who 
had preached up thefupremacy, and infallibility of the Pope, 
in the reign of Henry the Eighth, were the firft to revile, and 
vent their execrations againft Babylon and Antichrift, the very 
man they had formerly called the Reprefentative of God upon 
earth: they did more, they extracted the effence and fpirit of. 
Papacy, and heaped it in one heterogeneous ftructure, on the» 
head: of the Monarch. It is to this ftructure, the inhabitants 
of this country are taught to pay their adoration and worfhip. 
I worfhip not the altar of Superftition, or bend to the fhrine of 
Monarchy—it is the imprefcriptable Rights of Man, Juftice, 
and Equality, that I worthip—they need not the decorations of 
Majefty, the ermined robe, or tinfel Crown—away ye sTATs ' 
JUGGLERIES. 





There was a Brutus once, that could have brook’d 
The eternal Devil to keep his faic in Rome, 

As ealily as a King. 

SHAKESPEARE, 


R..F, 










ZALEUCUS, ann some oTrHER LEGISLATORS. 


{ DARE here defy all moralifts and legiflators, and I afk 
them all, if they ever delivered any thing finer, or more ufeful, 
than the exordium of the laws of Zeleucus, who lived before 
Pythagoras, and who was the fir{t magiftrate of the Locrians ? 

** Every citizen fhould be perfuaded of the exiftence of the 
| | “¢ divinity, 


oe, 
divinity. It is only neceffary to obferve the order and har- 
mony of the univerfe, to be convinced that accident could not 
have formed it. We fhould fubdue the foul, purify it, and 
' cleanfe it from all evil; in the perfuafion that God cannot be 
well ferved by thofe of a perverfe difpofition; and that he 
does not refemble thofe wretched mortals, who let them- 
felves be wrought upon by magnificient ceremonies and fuenp- 
tuous offerings. Virtue alone, and a conftant difpofition of 
doing good, can pleafe him. Let us then endeavour to be 
juft in our principles and practice; we fhall thereby become 
dear to the divinity. Every one fhould dread more what 
‘ leads to ignominy, than what leads to poverty. He fhould 
be looked upon as the beft citizen, who gives up his fortune 
' for juftice; but thofe whofe violent pafflons lead them to 
evil, men, women, citizens, common inhabitants, fhould 
be cautioned to remember the gods, and to think often’of the 
fevere judgments which they exercife againft the wicked ; 
let them have the hour of their death before their eyes, the 
. fatal hour which awaits us all, the hour when the remem- 
brance of faults brings on remorfe, and the vain regret of 
not having let all our actions be fwayed by equity. 
«« Every one fhould therefore conduct himfelf, as if this its 
moment was the laft of his life; but if an evil genius fitic 
prompts him to crimes, let him fly to the foot of the altar, ll 
and implore heaven to drive fromhim the ill-difpofed genius ; Moi 
let him particularly throw himfelf into the arms of worthy tene 


lage 


people, whofe counfels will bring him back to virtue, by re- Ani 


prefenting to him God’s goodnefs and his vengeance.” ner 
No; there is nothing in all antiquity that fhould obtain a lor 
preference to this fimple, but fublime moral, dictated by rea- wa 
fon and virtue, ftyipped of enthufiafm and of thofe gigantic 
figures, which good fenfe difowns. 
Charondas, a difciple of Zaleucus, explained himfelf in the 
fame manner. The Plato’s, Cicero’s, and divine Antoninus’s, 
have never finee held any other language. “Thus does Julian, 
who had the misfortune to give up the Chriftian religion, but 
whg 
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who did fo much honour to that of nature, explain himfelf ; 
that Julian, who was the feandal of our church, and the glory 
of the Roman empire. 

“* The ignorarit,” fays he, “ fhould be inftructed, and not 
“« punifhed , they fhould be pitied, and not hated ; the daty 
«“ of an Emperor is to imitate God ; to imitate him is to have 
“« the feweft wants, and to do him all the good that is pofli- 
ble.” 

Let thofe who infule antiquity, Icarn to be acquainted with 
it; let them not confound wife legiflators with fabulifts ; let 
tiem know how to diftinguifh between the laws of the wifett 
magiftrates, and the ridiculous cuftoms of the people ; let them 
not fay that fuperftitious Ceremonies were invented, that falfe 
oracles and falfe prodigies were without number ; and that all 
the magiftrates of Greeée and Rome who tolerated them, were 
blindly impofed upon as well as impoftures: this would be like 
faying there are bonzes in China who abufe the populace, and 
that therefore the wife Confucius was a wretched impoftor. 

Men fhould, info enlightened an age as this, blufh at thofe 
declamations, which ignorance has fo often promulgated againft 
fages, who fhould be imitated, and not calumniated. Do we 
not know that in cvery country the vulgar are imbecile, fuper- 
ftitious, and infenfible? Have there not been convulfionaries 
in the country of the chancellor de L’Hopital, of Charon, 
Montagne, de la Motte, la Voycr, Defcartes, Bayle, Fon- 
tenelle, and Montefquicu? Are there not Methodifts, Ma- 
ravians, Millenarians, and fanatics of every kind, in that 
country which was fo fortunate as to give birth to the chancel- 
lor Bacon, to thofe immortal genius’s, Newton and Locke, and 
to a multitude of great men? 


YAMINE. 
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FAMINE. 


Ce 


TO THE PUBLIC, 


Fellow-citizens, 


You complain, and very juftly, of the enormous price arid 
fearcity of Four, youloudly complain that Corn is exported by 
wicked mento FRANCE. Youareright; Flour is exported, 
Who are the exporters, who are thefe enemies of their country? 
Mr. Pirr, Mr. WinpHam, and the reft of our infatuated 
rulers. Yes, fellow-citizens, they have fent abroad to feed the 
emigrants, the foes of every country; the deftitute of every 
virtue; the friends of popery and ryRANNY, Flour fufficient 
to have maintained 40,000 men for fix months: yes, to carry 
on this DETESTABLE Wak, to plant the dagger of the father 
in the breaft of the fon, to deftroy all the fovial affeCtions, to 
encourage rebellion, civil war, and murder have the WAR-MI- 
NISTERS dared to ftarve their own countrymen—The war is 
the fource of your diftrefs, and yet thefe men have declared, 
that we fuffer by the hand of the Almighty.—Infamous blaf. 
phemy! You are perifhing by the envenomed arms of aban- 
doned Minifters. Perifh the authors of your diftrefs: Attend 
to the following ftatement. Who can deny the fat? “ The 
magazines taken from the ENGuisH and EMIGRANTS at Qui- 
beronare immenfe ; this city refembles the port of Amfterdam; 
for the eye is feafted with the fight of immenfe quantities of 
Grain, Sugar, Coffee, Cloaths, Soap, Ammunition, Stores; 
Arms, Wine, Brandy, Rum, &c. Sc. ce. A fortnight will 
not be fufficient to make even an inventory of all the articles; 
and 40¢0 waggons employed daily for a month wil! not carry 
them away. There is Corn and Flour enough for the army for 
ix months, and cloathing ter 30,0co men. In the amidt 
of this abundance the Republicans have not committed th: 
{malieft excefs.” x . 
Auguft 10th, 1795. *! ro0 
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